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and was able to realize its aim to the extremist point.
The Arabs conquered Spain and settled there since the
eighth century ; they then conquered Sicily and other
islands of the Mediterranean and, more than once,
threatened Rome, the seat of Christendom. The
phantom of the Muslim danger always appeared before
the Church and Christianity, strong and imminent.
Hence arose the sentiment of defending religion and
the fatherland. The Church exploited this feeling.
The Byzantine Empire repulsed the attacks of Islam
in the East, but when the Byzantine Empire, which
the Church considered the sole impregnable barrier for
the protection of Christianity in the East, declined
and the Seljukes rose to overrun its territories and
penetrated far deep into Asia Minor, and the Church
hastened to appeal to the Christian nations to declare
the Crusades on the Muslim nations, apparently to
save the Holy Sepulchre, but in fact to maintain the
supremacy of the Church and to protect Christianity,
chivalry was ready to enter the holy war in the name
of God and religion. The princes and the feudal
lords rose, followed by the knights in successive bands,
to go to the ports of Syria and Palestine. The knights
used to go to the field of battle, accompanied by their
attendants and a number of their soldiers, and every
prince gathered as many of his knights as he could.
Every party was distinguished by the emblem of its
prince and his war cry. The history of the Crusades
is full of stories of the private expeditions and mis-
sions organized by individual knights, fighting some-
times for religion, but generally to seek spoils and for-
tune. Indeed these adventurous bands often limited
their activities to pillage and robbery in all the lands
through which they passed. But there is no doubt
that, despite the rivalry and elements of dissolution
which prevailed in its ranks, chivalry rendered great
services to Christianity in the Crusades, particularly
when we remember that European chivalry with all its